




one-off (wnôf, -f) Chiefly British

adj. Happening, done, or made only once.
n. Something that is not repeated or repro-
duced.

It comes out of manufacturing, in which 
off has long been used to mark a number 
of items to be produced of one kind: 20-off, 
500-off. This seems to have begun in found-
ry work, or a similar trade, in which items 
were cast off a mould or from a pattern 
(“We’ll have 20 off that pattern and 500 off 
that other one”.)

A one-off was just a single item, used in 
particular to refer to a prototype. The first 
known example appeared in the Proceed-
ings of the Institute of British Foundrymen 
in 1934: “A splendid one-off pattern can be 
swept up in very little time.” (The reference 
is to a casting mould formed in sand.)
It can also be used of a special person, 
someone for whom it might be said “After 
they made him, they broke the mould”. 

I have chosen 3 individuals who I believe 
demonstrate the one-off in their daily prac-
tice. Clara Roethe, Rob Sinclair and Ryan 
Tang.
 



I’m Clara Charlotte Roethe and I’m an illustrator 
and a writer. I enjoy telling stories.

Right now I’m in my last year of studying Graphic 
Design in Germany. I’m 26. I love books, running, 
green tea and movies by Pedro Almodóvar . I live 
with 6 friends and three of them are jealous that 
my drawings are published in a zine. 

I believe that drawings and doodles are influenced 
by many things. Surroundings, weather, sounds, 
mood, pen, etc. No drawing is ever the same. 

I invited chance into my 
sketchbook, just to be 
sure: I dripped black 
ink on a page and 
stared at the shapes 
until I could see some-
thing there and then 
added some lines. 

In a way these ink 
splotches work like 
a Rohrschach Test, 
because I draw what I 
see, or better: what I 
think could be there. 
The interpretation is 
up to you..
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http://claracharlotte.wordpress.com/








Rob Sinclair is a photographer based in Lon-
don, England I met through the photo sharing 
website Flickr. Rob is a lighting designer cur-
rently with the Pet Shop Boys, an electronic 
dance duo from England. 

Traveling constantly with the band while they 
are touring, Rob see the world in a very differ-
ent and rapid way. Only being in cities for a day, 
there usually isn’t a lot of time to see things as 
a normal tourist would. Most of his images are 
of the venue, an inter-
esting location or a fea-
ture of his hotel room.

He is currently on his 
969th photograph (just 
over 2 and a half years 
at time of printing) 
within his “365 project” 
where he takes a photo 
of a subject, himself, 
every day of the year. 
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/rob-sinclair/








Ryan Alvin Tang is a pretty cool guy. You would 
like him.He likes robots and dinosaurs and eat-
ing stuff. 

This series of 52 drawings on index cards were 
“just a way to keep myself busy during boring 
classes, bus rides, etc. A lot of the cards have 
me pulling random quotes and then drawing a 
picture (either related or unrelated). I wanted 
most of them to be funny, even if it was dark 
humour. you know me, i like to make people 
laugh.”
 
Each touches on a subject of 
interests from Alton Brown 
to lonely clouds, which has 
now become an animated 
short. Which didn’t win an 
award, but did get into the 
Prairie Tales Film Festival.

Stalin: “I think about things 
like history. When Stalin 
ruled the Soviet Union, he 
had plans that were for 
the duration of 5 years. I 
wanted to make the plan for 
something funny or unex-
pected. It might be about 
the fact that even though 
Stalin was a horrible mon-
ster, he probably had a hu-
man side to him too.
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prairietales11.blogspot.com/
www.ryanalvintang.com








Jamie Johansen
www.flickr.com/iheartphoties

www.flickr.com/iheartphoties

